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CHECKING FOR UNDERSTANDING





Alternatives to….


Whole Class Question & Answer


One of the most frequently used teaching strategy is the Whole Class Question Answer strategy.  It often starts with “Who can tell me…?”  Since this strategy, also know as a recitation, is used so frequently it is important that we ask ourselves just how effective it is.  The bad news about this strategy is that the teacher is really the only one in the classroom actively engaged with all the questions and answers; many students may be simply putting in seat time while a few students answer the questions.  For those students who are not auditory learners, the recitation may serve as background noise while they visualize who knows what.  If we really want to engage learners, communicate high expectations, and check for understanding, there are literally hundreds of ways to engage all learners in the process.





Signal Cards:


Provide students with cards to signal understanding of concepts, or directions, or a sense of “I’m lost!”, and you send the message that it is all right not to understand everything the first time around.


“Stop, I’m lost!”  or  “Slow down, I’m getting confused”  or  “Full steam ahead!”


Negative, positive, or zero


Complete, run-on, or fragments of sentences


Saturated, semi-saturated, or unsaturated


Numbered cards (“If you think it is a mammal, signal 1.”  If you think it is a reptile, signal 2.”  “If you are not sure, signal 3.”





Manipulatives:


Manipulatives provide concrete props for abstract concepts and objects for kinesthetic learners to handle.  Index cards, strips of paper, or cut up transparencies with words, phrases, events, steps in formulas, translations, etc….printed on them offer students the opportunity to demonstrate understanding of sequences and other relationships in a tactile way.  Small globes, miniature models, straws, and other objects which can be moved and arranged are also useful in helping students process their learning and demonstrate their understanding.





Sort/Category Cards


A pack of index cards can work miracles in helping you and your students know who knows what!  Paper cut to 3x5 size can do the trick but these are much more likely to be torn or wrinkled beyond use in a vary short time.  Possible uses include:


Vocabulary terms and definition matching


Sequencing historical events or scientific processes


Categorizing


“I know,”  “I sort of know,” and “I haven’t a clue” piles





Sort/Category Cards


Think pads are created by using recycled worksheets cut into quarters and stapled together as small pads of paper.  Slates and white boards may also be used.  Using these materials allows for frequent and immediate checking for understanding.  
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